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Christmas 2015

The State President and the Executive of VVAA (WA) wish all
of our members and collegues a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

The V.V.A.A. W.A. will be holding a Christmas
function, for all members or those able to attend, at
5.00pm, Friday 18th December.
Riverton RSL. 53 High Road. Willetton.
Drinks and snacks. Meals will be available, later in the
evening, for those requiring them.
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Vietnam Veterans’ Association of Australia W.A. Branch Inc.
President’s Report.
Members as I write this report, I do so with mixed feelings and reflect on the report I tabled at
the V.V.A.A. W.A. Annual General Meeting, reviewing the past 12 months’ activity within the
State Branch.
Primarily, I consider my position as State President, am I doing a good job in the position I have
been elected to and how much longer can or will I continue in this position. I ask this question
of myself, the V.V.A.A. W.A. have a dedicated executive and committee, who give me good
support and work to keep the State Branch operating. Are we, the executive and committee
achieving what the V.V.A.A. W.A. members expect?
I reflect over the period of my role as President. 2007 and 2008 were bad years for the V.V.A.A.
W.A. when there were disruptions within the executive and membership numbers dropped. We
now have a strong and stable executive and committee, in the 2014/15 financial/membership
year, we had a strong increase in membership numbers, both with members renewing after some
years absence and some first time, new members. I am hoping that this trend continues during
2015/16.
Moving on, the 2015 AGM was held on the 18the October, I thank those members attending, for
their support. The incumbent Executive and Committee members, were returned for a further
year, in their respective roles. There are vacancies and need for a second vice president and a
number of committee members.
At times there appears to be some misinformation or not knowing by some members of the Exservice community, with regard to the V.V.A.A. W.A. membership numbers and viability. In
recent months, I have been asked, when will the V.V.A.A. W.A. become part of the RSL. That
subject is certainly not up for discussion, at any time in the near future. Yes, at some stage in
the future, the V.V.A.A. and the State Branches, will have to consider our viable future. Neither
the National nor State Executives, can make a decision on the future of the association, only
give direction, the final decision will always remain with the members.
When I attend the various ESO forums, it is very noticeable that the V.V.A.A. W.A. appears to
be the main ESO, to table agenda items, at these meetings.
2016, is going to be a busy year for the V.V.A.A. W.A. with the Centenary of ANZAC Cottage
in February, followed by the Vietnam War Commemoration [Centenary of ANZAC] and the
50th anniversary of Long Tan. With 2016 planning in mind, I have been trying for 12 months to
get support and interest from other Vietnam Veteran groups. On the 23rd October I was able to
hold a meeting with a number of interested groups, to discuss a format for Commemorative
events during 2016. The V.V.A.A. W.A. have submitted a funding grant application, subject to
funding approval, planning will be able to proceed, for the proposed events.
The past months have been busy, with a National Council meeting in Canberra, the War
Widows, book launch. Bruce Rock, Back to the Bush Reunion, a comparable attendance to
2014. Vietnam Memorial Plaque, dedication, St Georges Cathedral. Remembrance Day, the
V.V.A.A. W.A. had representatives at the State War Memorial, Applecross RSL and the
Hollywood Hospital Services.
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President’s Report continued.
The 69th Commemoration Service and Lunch, for the forming of the War Widows Guild. Perth
Legacy President’s Lunch. V.V.C.S. and W.A. CF meetings and DVA Xmas function.
In closing, on behalf of the Executive and Committee, I wish all members a safe and enjoyable
Xmas and good health in 2016.

Richard Williams.
________________________________________________
Planned and Proposed Events in 2016.
Centenary of ANZAC Cottage. 12th, 13th, & 14th February 2016. More details January Contact.
Vietnam War Commemoration. 50th Anniversary, Battle of Long Tan.
As part of the Centenary of ANZAC, 2016 is the nominated year of commemoration of the
Vietnam War. Some of the events and services planned, the dates are confirmed, others dates are
pending and subject to funding being available.
ANZAC Day, normal V.V.A.A. W.A. services and functions, confirmed closer to the day.
Len Hall AFL Game. It is hoped that the “Dockers” will commemorate Vietnam Veterans, in the
pre match activities. To be confirmed. [PVA W.A. negotiating with the Dockers].
Each year, since 2006, on the 18th August, a visit to the Perth War and Karrakatta
Cemeteries, has taken place, to remember those Western Australians killed in South Vietnam.
Subject to funding, it is planned in 2016, to extend this to include visits to the burial sites of other
KIAs, outside the metropolitan area. This will be planned to take place over a period leading up
to the 18th August 2016.
The Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Day Service will be held on Sunday the 14th August,
11.00am, Vietnam Memorial. Kings Park.
Following the Service, it is planned to hold a social gathering for Veterans and their families, in
the area of Kings Park, adjacent to the Vietnam Memorial. More details on this function later.
Vietnam Veterans’ Commemorative Walk. Perth to Mandurah. 15th to 18th August. Subject to funding
and numbers to make the “walk” viable. Yes, I know we are getting older and we could struggle to go the
distance, we will not walk the full distance. The “walkers” will arrive in Mandurah to coincide with the
Memorial Service on the 18th August. It is planned/hoped that veterans and family members will
participate, leaving Perth [the Vietnam Memorial] walking sections and bussing between selected points
and stop overs. Participants can do 1, 2 or 3 days, that will be your choice.
A short service will be held at Baldivis, the site of the 2006 MIA Street Naming dedication.
As soon as confirmed and final plans are in place, details will be announced.

Commemoration Service. Camp Hart. Jilakin. Coincides with the Kulin Bush Races. October
2016 date TBA.
Events and functions being planned by other Veterans groups.
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Wow, this collection of
medals is very
impressive.
Nov 17, 2015
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The Western Australian recipients of the Cross of Gallantry (Vietnam) are pictured with the Her
Excellency, Kerry Sanderson, Governor of Western Australia. This glittering occasion was
organised by Frank Mallard (RAE).
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Important dates continued:
Events and functions being planned by other Veterans groups.
Partners of Veterans. Western Australia Inc.

Commemorative Service, St Georges Cathedral. Perth. 4.30pm 19th August 2016. Reception/supper to
follow.
Mandurah-Murray Vietnam Veterans’ Group.
Vietnam Veterans’ Day Memorial Service and March. 10.30am, 18th August. 2016. Mandurah.
The M-MVVG, are also working on other projects, related to the commemoration of the Vietnam War and 50th
Anniversary Long Tan.
Partners of Veterans Australia W.A. Branch.

In conjunction with their National office, a commemorative pin/badge is being cast.
Commemorative Services
North Beach RSL. 18th August. 2016.
Naval Association. City of Stirling. Vietnam Memorial. 20th August. 2016.
Vietnam Dinner.

Riverton RSL. Willetton. 13th August. 2016.
Updates on all the above service and events will be posted as they become available.
___________________________________________________________________________________

"In peace we find who we want to be, in war we find who we are"

Sam Elliot: A Tribute to our Vietnam Veterans: thank those who gave everything and who were never
allowed career or family.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/aVeBtnfAxP8
____________________________________________________________________________________

Injured veteran fights and wins court case against
invalidity payment splitting
November 14, 20156:05pm
Ian McPhedran News Corp Australia Network
In a major victory for injured defence veterans, a Family Court judge has ruled that invalidity payments are
immune from divorce settlements. The judgement means that thousands of veterans have been wrongly
advised by the Commonwealth Superannuation Corporation (CSC formerly CommSuper) that the payment
was “splittable”.
It could involve hundreds of millions of dollars in incorrect payments and unnecessary court action.
The ruling was made by Justice Michael Kent in Queensland after a Family Court battle by a 44-year-old
army veteran who ran his own case against the might of the Commonwealth.
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The Hon Stuart Robert MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Human Services
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC
2 December 2015
New eLearning programs to improve veterans’ health care
A new posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) eLearning program for mental health providers will help
improve treatment for former Australian Defence Force (ADF) members.
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC,
Stuart Robert, said the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) developed the PTSD Psychological
Interventions Program in response to research that found up to a third of providers did not practise
evidence-based treatment for PTSD.
“This online training program has been developed in line with the Australian Guidelines for the
Treatment of Acute Stress Disorder and Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (2013) with the intention of
improving knowledge and practice for mental health providers to help veterans recover,” Mr Robert said.
The PTSD Psychological Interventions Program was developed in collaboration with Flinders
University’s Human Behaviour and Health Research Unit. Mental health providers who complete the
program may claim continuous professional development hours for doing so.
Mr Robert said DVA had also reviewed and updated its Understanding the Military Experience training
program, first released in March 2013.
“This program improves treatment for veterans by helping clinicians better understand military service
and how it can affect the mental health of serving and ex-serving personnel,” Mr Robert said.
“It highlights Australia's recent operational tempo, common veteran mental health conditions in exserving personnel, the changing veteran demographic, and DVA arrangements and expectations.
“The Government committed to improving the capabilities of health providers to support veteran mental
health in our recently released Mental and Social Health Action Plan. This eLearning program delivers on
our commitment.
“We have improved and expanded online resources and apps for serving and ex-serving ADF members to
help them better manage their mental health and wellbeing.”
Both eLearning programs, which are free-of-charge, are available through DVA’s online learning
management system, DVAtrain. For information about registering for DVAtrain, go to
http://www.dva.gov.au/providers/online-training-health-providers.
Resources for mental health providers and for serving and ex-serving ADF personnel are available at
http://at-ease.dva.gov.au/.
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BEN MINGAY to star in

ROLLING THUNDER
VIETNAM
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND IN
2016

