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April 2016
This is an important year for Vietnam Veterans and it marks the 50th anniversary of the Battle of
Long Tan. You may remember that on the 18th of August 1965, D Coy, 6 RAR fought an
indeterminate number of Viet Cong. This much analysed battle saw 18 Australian KIAs and 24
WIAs. While this was one important battle that marked our territory, there were other heavy battles
in our TAOR. The Australian War Memorial documents state that “In 1987, following the very
successful Welcome Home parade for Vietnam veterans in Sydney, Prime Minister Bob Hawke
announced that Long Tan Day would be known as Vietnam Veterans’ Day. Since then, it has been
commemorated every year as the day on which the service of all those men and women who served
in Vietnam is remembered”.
Many of us are now in our 70s and it is important that we make a major effort to ensure that this
anniversary does not pass without due recognition.

Centurion at 3 RAR wire (1968)
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Vietnam Veterans’ Association of Australia W.A. Branch Inc.
President’s Report. CONTACT April 2016.
Firstly, apologies for no January edition of Contact, no fault of the Editor (Neil MacNeill), a busy
time on both the V.V.A.A. W.A./ANZAC Cottage fronts and personal commitments for me.
The Centenary of ANZAC Cottage. I thank members, Kevin, Cheryl, Rob, Ross and Bill for their
support and efforts at the Cottage in preparation for the Centenary events and during the weekend.
Overall the Centenary program of events over the Weekend, 12th to 14th February went well and
received good public support.
To mark the occasion, James Blundell, wrote and released a song “ANZAC Cottage”, copies of the
CD are available from the Cottage.
The support from the Military Brotherhood Motor Cycle Club [a group of younger ADF veterans] in
taking care of the Sausage Sizzle and other “jobs” on the weekend was much appreciated and
without their support “We” would have struggled. Thank you for that support.
To make comment, on the “Negative”, the lack of V.V.A.A. W.A. support in preparation for and
during the Centenary events, both at Executive and membership level was disappointing. In saying
that, you cannot expect that the members of the V.V.A.A. W.A. Executive to “carry the can”, with
minimal membership support.
Moving on to ANZAC Day 2016, arrangements for the usual Gunfire breakfast and Activities at
Rigby’s, on the day are in the pipeline. If you wish to book a table and enjoy the day, contact
Rigby’s to confirm your spot.
All other normal ANZAC Day events, the Dawn Service at Kings Park, followed by the Vietnam
ANZAC Memorial Service, will precede the City Parade and Service. The Sunset Service will be
held again at ANZAC Cottage, 5.30pm.
With 2016 being the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan and the designated
Commemorative year for the Vietnam War, the Dockers’ Len Hall Game will be dedicated to
Vietnam Veterans and their families. Veterans wishing to participate in the pre- game ceremony can
obtain tickets to the match and are asked to contact Kathryn Lloyd at DVA, for details and tickets.
The game will commence at 2.10pm and you will need to be at Domain Stadium by 12.00, on the
24th April if you wish to take part in the pre-game activities. See details within this Newsletter.
As in 2015, the V.V.A.A. W.A. has again been asked to participate in an ANZAC Sunset Service,
at the Wandoo Reintegration Facility, Murdoch, on the 24th April. Members are welcome to
attend.
West Coast Eagles, Armed Forces Recognition, Vietnam Game. Negotiations are still in progress
to confirm a date and details for an AFL game at Domain Stadium.
V.V.A.A. Merchandise. A decision has been made to close the National merchandise sales, while it
has been a profitable operation over the years, it is a time consuming job. Without a designated
Merchandise officer, the work load on the National Executive, in particular for the National
Treasurer, has become excessive. Some stock items are still available, at clearance prices, if you
wish to purchase any items.
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President’s Report (Continued)
Vietnam Veterans’ Day 2016. Not a lot more to report on planning for the 50th Anniversary of the
Battle of Long Tan, Vietnam Commemorative year at this time. Allocation of DVA funding grants
are currently held up, waiting for the Minister to sign off and release the monies.
Unfortunately, some of the proposed V.V.A.A. W.A. Commemorative events did not meet the grant
criteria and are unlikely to go ahead. Between the various other ESO groups a comprehensive list of
events and services are planned.
Rolling Thunder Vietnam. This stage show will be returning to Perth in August, commencing on
the 17th August until the 20th, at the Crown Showroom, Burswood.
At this time the promoters are planning a “Special” opening night show on the 17th of August, with
discounted tickets available for Veterans, serving and former Defence Forces members. More details,
as they are confirmed.
A full list of Vietnam Commemorative events should be available in the next edition of Contact.

Coming events.
24th April.
Dockers, Len Hall Game. Vietnam Commemoration. Domain Stadium. 2.10pm.
Sunset Service. Wandoo Reintegration Facility. Murdoch.
25th April. ANZAC Day.
6.00am. Dawn Service. Kings Park.
7.30am. Vietnam ANZAC Service. Vietnam Memorial.
Gunfire Breakfast. Rigby’s
10.00am ANZAC Day Parade. Perth.
12.00 noon onwards V.V.A.A. W.A. Function. Rigby’s.
5.30pm. Sunset Service. ANZAC Cottage.
15th May. V.V.A.A. W.A. General Meeting. Riverton RSL. 2.00pm.
24th &25th May. V.V.A.A. National Council and Congress. Canberra.

V.V.A.A. W.A. Executive.
President. Richard Williams. president@vvaawa.org.au . Mobile, 0424 368 670.
Vice President. Max Ball. Mobile, 0405 327 319.
Secretary. Veronica Rossiter. secretary@vvaawa.org.au . Mobile, 0413 271 276.
Treasurer. Tony Dickinson. treasurer@vvaawa.org.au . Mobile, 0433 170 985.
Committee members. Bill Collidge. Kevin Larratt. Ian Holthouse.
Services.
Department of Veterans Affairs. 13 32 54.
Veteran and Veterans’ Family Counselling Service. 08 64617800 or 1800 011 046.
Hollywood Hospital. 08 9246 6000.
Men’s Advisory Network. 08 9218 8044.
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The cottage was handed to the Vietnam Veterans Association in 1991, which restored it and
use it as a base.
It is now owned by the City of Vincent and is open to the public on the first Sunday of each
month and special occasions.
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Len Hall Tribute Game
Sunday 24th April 2016
Fremantle vs Carlton
The theme for the 2016 Len Hall Tribute Game will be Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of
the Battle of Long Tan in a pre-game commemorative ceremony.
The Fremantle Dockers extends an invitation to Australian Defence Force members and exmembers from the Vietnam War to express their interest in participating in the pre-game
ceremony at the Len Hall Tribute game on Sunday 24th April 2016. Although we appreciate that
family members may also wish to participate and represent veterans who are unable to participate
themselves, on this occasion the invitation is limited to Australian veterans only.

If you are interested in participating in the pregame ceremony by marching onto Domain Stadium
(formerly Paterson’s Stadium) please contact Kathryn Lloyd on 9366 8261 or
Kathryn.Lloyd2@dva.gov.au.

Bounce-down is at 2.10pm and you will need to be at Domain Stadium at 12.00pm in
preparation for the pre-game ceremony.

Tickets are limited but the Fremantle Football Club is hoping to
accommodate all of those who wish to participate.
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AUSTRALIA’S VIETNAM WAR
Comrades it is important that we support this brilliant program otherwise our personal
histories will be lost.

SITREP and Release Notes
1. New website features
We’ve redesigned the battle map with a more modern look and to make it easier to use on mobile devices. It
continues to show the same level of detail as before, but with the enhanced interface, the many planned
upcoming features are now possible.
The most significant enhancement in this release is the ability for registered users to digitally upload images
and videos. As of now, you can upload your photographs, videos, digital audio and scanned images. This new
feature allows you to:

Upload your digital images.

Link them to a combat incident or a known location on the battle map (for example, the water
tower in Baria).

Link them to the website if you can’t recall the specific location shown in the image. Other
people using the website may be able to help identify where/when the image was taken and identify
people in it.

Add tags and a caption, to aid future discovery and so future visitors can search for the image
by keyword.

2. How to upload images and videos
1. Login or register for an account
2. Open the Battle Map (https://vietnam.unsw.adfa.edu.au/battlemap/)
3. Click the media upload button at the top-left:
4. Follow the instructions for each step that follows:
a. Upload. Drag and drop files onto the area that appears. Click Next.
b. Choose a location. Click one of the three options that appear and follow the instructions for
each. The location is important – when a user moves the centre of the map near the point you
chose, your photos/videos will be shown.
c. Set metadata. Metadata fields are optional, however the more detailed you are, the easier it
will be to find your media in the future. When entering tags, you can either select from the list or
create your own by entering a word and pressing ‘Enter’.
d. Finishing. In the final step, your files are uploaded. If any errors occur, please copy any error
messages that appear and send them to us via Feedback.

2.1. Important notes
Uploaded images and captions will be moderated by the moderating panel and must comply with the
website's Terms of Use.
This image upload capability is your opportunity to contribute to the website. Please scan and upload your
images and encourage others to do the same. Once uploaded, you cannot currently change the location or
properties of media you upload. This will be enabled in a future release.
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3. New features in the pipeline
We have been working behind the scenes on new developments to the website that we expect to launch this
year.

3.1. For launch in the next few months
1. Additional data about 1ATF combat incidents. We will add about 2000 additional combat
incidents to the website. These are mainly artillery and air strikes. We’ll also add much more detail
to each of the existing 4665 combat incidents. This additional information will include:
a. Force ratio
b. Loss ratio
c. Range of engagement
d. Shots fired per casualty inflicted
e. Other details such as captured weapons, which side fired first and other data.
2. Biographical sketches and photographs of each of the 521 Australians and 32 New Zealanders
who died during the war. These will be linked to the combat incident in which the battle casualties
died, or to the unit location if the person was a non-battle casualty.

3.2. For launch later in the year
1. Over 500 combat incidents involving the 1RAR battalion group from May 1965 through to June
1966. We have already collected this data. We’re now adapting it for display on the website and to
provide similar analytic capabilities to those we currently provide with the 1ATF data.
2. Over 450 Australian Civil Affairs projects in Phuoc Tuy Province.
3. Social data on about 150 villages in the Province.
4. All RAN operations in Vietnam, including HMAS Sydney and other logistic ships, RAN naval
gunfire support throughout Vietnam, the operations of the RAN Helicopter Flight and the RAN
Clearance Divers. We will also be able to display all naval gunfire missions in Phuoc Tuy Province
whether by RAN ships or by the US or Vietnamese naval vessels.
5. All RAAF operations including operations of 9 Squadron RAAF (Iroquois helicopters), 35
Squadron (Caribous) or 2 Squadron (Canberra bombers).
We are excited to bring you these latest enhancements and we look forward to seeing what media is
contributed to the site in the coming days. We are keen to hear your feedback, so please contact us if you
have any suggestions or comments.
Regards,

Bob Hall
Dr Bob Hall| Military Operations Analysis Team
Australian Centre for the Study of Armed Conflict and Society
University of New South Wales at the Australian Defence Force Academy, PO Box 7916, Canberra BC ACT
2610 Australia
Telephone: +61 2 6268 8848 Facsimile: +61 2 6268 8879 Email: b.hall@adfa.edu.au

http://hass.unsw.adfa.edu.au/staff/profiles/hall.html

Please note: At present this site will accept battle/ambush photographs that include deceased
enemy fighters, but they cannot publish them because the site is open to the general public.
If you have photographs it is better to send them to Dr Hall before they are lost, and then let
MOAT sort out the ethical issues. Neil
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Update: The maintenance of the Vietnam Memorial Pavilion (Richard’s comments red)
From: Terry Healy [mailto:terryhealy@iprimus.com.au]
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 4:10 PM To: 'President VVAA WA'
Subject: Vietnam Memorial Pavilion and Trustees.
Richard I am responding to your latest correspondence.
You may be aware that following my recent long and fruitful telephone conversation with Marcelle Broderick, I am
happy to confirm that the BGPA acknowledge that they are responsible for all maintenance to the Memorial Pavilion –
this includes the statues and the plinth.
In addition, The Trustees are the group responsible as the first point of contact in any matter in relation to the Memorial.
This is debatable.
I understand that prior to Marcelle’s phone call to me, she had researched the files of the Memorial Pavilion back to
1988, when the Trustees began talks with KPBG Director Paul Wycherley, Building Management Authority Doug
Bishop, Builder Tom McAlister and the Karrakatta Cemetery Board.
The damage to the rear of the plinth has already been addressed, and repairs will be carried out in consultation with
BGPA and the Trustee Group. This may well be recorded history, with regard to the Memorial but the V.V.A.A. W.A do
not consider this to be relevant in 2016. I will make a point of going past the Memorial, in the coming week, to satisfy
myself that “repairs” have been effected.
I am sure the Memorial Pavilion will look its best for the 50th year Commemoration in August.
As indicated to you earlier, the names of those on the Memorial Wall relate to those either born in WA, or first enlisted in
WA, and this information was provided by Dept of Defence. Open to conjecture and other information available.
You may not be aware, but on 2nd October 1988 at Leeuwin Barracks in East Fremantle, 56 of the Original Flags carried
at the Welcome Home Parade a year earlier, were presented to Family. In addition, 29 sets of Campaign Medals which
had never been issued, were also presented to Family. Yes, I attended that ceremony.
The nucleus of the Trustees was formed prior to the 1987 Welcome Home Parade in Sydney on 3 October.
The culmination of the three year plan, was the Dedication of the Vietnam Memorial Pavilion in Kings Park on 1 October
1989. A question asked previously and named, of the original group of Trustees, how many are still aware of or actively
involved as trustees. Are all of these people aware of and been consulted regarding the current V.V.A.A. W.A. concerns,
with regard to the memorial.
The Memorial Pavilion is the zenith of the efforts of those who took up the challenge. The Trustees represent all
Australian Defence Force Organisations involved in South Vietnam 1962 – 1973.There are no plans at present to add any
names to the Memorial tablets. Regards, Terry Healy.

